
 

 

 

 

Mississauga Fire Fighters Grateful for Bill 163: “Supporting Ontario’s First 

Responders Act”. 

      

Brothers and Sisters,        April 8, 2016 

 

As you may know, on Tuesday April 5th, 2016, the Ontario government unanimously 

passed Bill 163; “Supporting Ontario’s First Responders Act”. This very important 

legislation will create a presumption that post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

diagnosed in first responders is work-related, leading to faster access to resources and 

treatment. We are extremely pleased the legislation passed and first responders now 

have the support they need. 

 

How will this legislation help Mississauga Fire Fighters? The “Supporting Ontario’s First 

Responders Act” will allow more timely access to WSIB benefits and potentially quicker 

treatment for our members by: 

 Once diagnosed with PTSD, expediting the claims process to be eligible for WSIB 
benefits. 

 Removing the need to prove a causal link between PTSD and a workplace event. 
 Requiring employers to implement PTSD prevention plans within the workplace. 

We are very proud to join Manitoba and Alberta as the only Canadian provinces that 

have this benefit in place for first responders. This issue has been a top priority during 

our Provincial Legislative Conferences and demonstrates our effectiveness and the 

importance in advocating for your health and safety. We are thankful to Minister of 

Labour Kevin Flynn, and the Minister of Corrections and Community Services Yasir Naqvi 

for their work on this legislation. We are also humbled that the MPPs we helped during 

the last election stood with us and are willing to support our members who are suffering 

through occupational stress injuries. 

 

The PTSD presumptive legislation is now law. You can review Bill 163 here. April 5th was 

a very important day for Mississauga Fire Fighters, the OPFFA and first responders across 

the Province. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Coburn 

Vice President  

IAFF Local 1212 

WFI Co Chair 

http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&Intranet=&BillID=3713

